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WELCOME MESSAGES 

IUGA PRESIDENT

Dear colleagues and friends,

It is with great pleasure that I invite you to Vancouver, Canada 

to celebrate the 42nd Annual Meeting of the International 

Urogynecological Association.

This will undoubtedly be the premier urogynecological 

meeting of the year. In order to meet this goal, the program 

committee along with the help of the local organizing 

committee has structured a unique blend of stimulating 

science and varied social activities.

Our host, Geoff Cundiff (Local Organizing Committee Chair), 

along with his colleagues and the IUGA Program Committee 

led by Roy Ng, have included over 25 workshops, 10 mini state 

of the art lectures, 5 special lectures, and a surgery session. 

The IUGA Scientific Committee led by Fred Milani will select 

the best and most interesting abstracts from the hundreds 

submitted in order to formulate very enticing and stimulating 

scientific sessions.

The meeting is timely for all our members including surgeons, 

physical- and physio-therapists and specialist nurses. For 

example we are keenly aware of the recent controversies in 

the surgical management of incontinence and pelvic organ 

prolapse and the increase in pelvic floor trauma resulting 

from childbirth. Much of the data to be presented will provide 

updates as well as guidance for patient care.

Vancouver is a great tourism destination, there will be plenty 

for you and accompanying persons to do and see and I 

encourage you to spend a few extra days to appreciate the all 

that Vancouver has to offer. 

I look forward to welcoming you all in Vancouver for this our 

42nd, annual meeting; like last year it should be excellent.

Warmest Regards,

LYNSEY HAYWARD 
IUGA PRESIDENT
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WELCOME MESSAGE LOCAL CHAIR

Are you going to Vancouver Next Summer?

The 42nd annual meeting of the International Urogynecological 

Association is scheduled for June 21-24, 2017 in Vancouver, 

British Columbia, Canada. Are you planning to attend? Well if 

you are undecided, let me paint a picture.

Your flight lands in Vancouver Airport, recently named the 

best airport in the world. A short train ride delivers you to the 

heart of our dynamic city and Vancouver Convention Centre. 

The award winning Vancouver Convention Centre is nestled 

beside Coal Harbour with views of the beautiful North Shore 

Mountains. Vancouver is Canada’s Pacific gem, a clean, safe, 

and vibrant cosmopolitan city. Downtown Vancouver is a 

dynamic walking community. Nearby is Stanley Park, the 

largest metropolitan park after Central Park in New York city. 

And you will want to be out of doors given the temperate 

climate and 18-hour long days to enjoy it.

The meeting itself will provide the clinical and academic 

content that you have come to expect from IUGA. There will 

be a wide offering of workshops on timely topics to enhance 

your practice. A special surgical session in cadavers will offer 

surgical pearls on multiple approaches to repairing apical 

prolapse. Meet the experts for breakfast before the meeting. 

The latest scientific research will be interspersed with focused 

state of the art lectures. And we will feature panel discussions 

on preventing birth trauma and on the microbiome in pelvic 

floor medicine. There will also be a debate of estrogen versus 

laser therapy for genital atrophy syndrome and keynote 

lectures on mesh in prolapse surgery and the management 

of pelvic pain. 

You will be torn between the offerings at the meeting and 

the desire to explore. Of course there will be plenty of 

opportunities to see Vancouver through the social events. 

Alternatively, plan a few extra days to visit the Sunshine 

Coast, Whistler, or Victoria, which are all a short drive or ferry 

away. Or, if you prefer, take a floatplane to these destinations 

from right outside your hotel in Coal Harbour. There are also 

opportunities for whale watching, golfing, kayaking, hiking, 

and mountain biking. 

So don’t miss this opportunity to enhance your practice and 

visit one of the most beautiful, unspoiled parts of the world. 

See you in Vancouver!

GEOFF CUNDIFF 
CHAIR OF THE  

LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
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VENUE

VANCOUVER CONVENTION 
CENTRE - EAST BUILDING
1055 Canada Pl

Vancouver, BC V6C 0C3

Canada

ABOUT VANCOUVER
With its scenic views, mild climate, and friendly people, Vancouver is known around the world as both a popular tourist 

attraction and one of the best places to live.  It is also one of the most ethnically and linguistically diverse cities in Canada 

with 52 percent of the population speaking a first language other than English.

From colorful downtown neighborhoods, to culturally diverse suburbs and mountainside districts, there’s plenty to 

explore!
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MEETING TIMETABLE

VANCOUVER, CANADA

Tue. June 20 Wed. June 21 Thu. June 22 Fri. June 23 Sat. June 24

Morning Fellow’s Day 

Canadian Society of 

Pelvic Medicine

Workshops Scientific 

Sessions

Scientific 

Sessions

Scientific 

Sessions

Afternoon Surgery Session 

Fellow’s Day 

Regional Meetings

Workshops Scientific 

Sessions

Scientific 

Sessions

Evening SIG Meetings

Committee Meetings

Welcome 

Reception at 

Exhibition

Presidents 

Reception 

(on invitation 

only)

Meeting 

Dinner
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INVITED SPEAKERS

THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2017
10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Ulf Ulmsten Lecture 

Physiotherapy for Pelvic Pain and Sexual Dysfunction, 

an Untapped Resource?

�� Bary Berghmans	

	

THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2017
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Roundtable 

Under the Microscope:  A Closer Look at Vaginal & 

Urinary Microbiome

Microbiology Update

�� Alan Wolfe

Urinary Microbiome

�� Linda Brubaker

Vaginal Microbiom

�� Deborah Moneye

	

FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 2017
9:45 AM - 10:30 AM

State of the Art Lecture 

What is the Moral of the Mesh Story?

�� Geoff Cundiff

FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 2017
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Panel Discussion

Birth Trauma, A Necessary Evil?

Epidemiology

�� Victoria Handa

Primary Prevention

�� Colin Birch

Secondary Prevention

�� Chantale Dumoulin

Midwifery Perspective

�� Jennifer Kruger

	

SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 2017
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM

Debate

Blinded by or Seeing the Light - Laser is the Best 

Treatment for Vaginal Atrophy

�� Moderator: Linda Cardozo

For Lasers

�� Oscar Aguirre & Adrian Gaspar

For Vaginal Oestrogens

�� Timothy Hillard & Shawna Johnston

*Speakers are subject to change
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ADDITIONAL 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

FELLOWS’ DAY
TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2017 
FULL DAY

A full day with didactics, hands-on workshops, video 

sessions and paper presentations. 

CANADIAN SOCIETY OF
PELVIC MEDICINE
TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2017 
MORNING

PAN ASIAN
TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2017 
AFTERNOON

The Pan-Asian Meeting will include a series of contemporary 

topics followed by discussions relevant to the Asian region. 

This session is aimed at encouraging further exchange and 

networking among attendees from Asia.

IBERO AMERICAN
TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2017 
AFTERNOON

The Ibero-American Meeting is aimed at encouraging 

further exchange and networking among attendees from 

Latin America, the Iberian peninsula and others.

SURGERY SESSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2017  
AFTERNOON

Live surgery performed in cadavers with an expert panel 

to provide commentary and a moderator to lead audience 

participation. 

PROTECT - TRAIN THE TRAINER 
PROGRAM
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21, 2017 
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM

(Prevention and Repair Of perineal Trauma Episiotomy 

through Coordinated Training)

�� Co-Chairs: Ranee Thakar & Abdul Sultan

�� Faculty: Aswini Balachandran

Please continue to the next page for the description

01. 04.

03. 06.

02. 05.

HALLELUJAH POINT 
VANCOUVER, CANADA



IUGA Announcement      Page 10 / 20

PROTECT - TRAIN THE TRAINER PROGRAM

Deadline to register for PROTECT is Wednesday, May 31, 2017

GOAL:
To promote knowledge of obstetricians and midwives worldwide in the management 

of perineal trauma and episiotomy through structured training with a view to 

minimising pelvic floor and perineal morbidity associated with childbirth.

OBJECTIVE:
To minimise pelvic floor and perineal morbidity associated with childbirth.

HOW TO REGISTER:
Registrants must meet 2 prerequisite criteria in order to attend this program:

01.	 Complete and pass theoretical Test Modules on the IUGA website. 

(Click here - blue button on the upper right side of the page “Take Test Here”)

02.	 Attend the OASIS hands-on repair workshop at the IUGA Annual Meeting.  (You 

must register for the meeting + Workshop #1, “Diagnosis and Repair of Acute 

3rd and 4th Degree Anal Sphincter Tears” chaired by Drs. Abdul Sultan and 

Ranee Thakar, Wednesday, August 3; 8am-12pm) 

[Register separately for the PROTECT - Train the Trainer Program at the 2017 

annual meeting]

Upon the conclusion of successfully participating in the PROTECT - Train the Trainer 

course you may begin step 3:

03.	 *Upload personal videos or photographs (Demonstrate live surgical technique) 

to IUGA Website (PROTECT area) within 2 years of Step 3. 

*NOTE: Those submitting videos or photography must secure consent forms from the 
subject patients and should use the forms that are typically used within their own 
institution.

04.	 Following successful completion of these 4 steps, participants will be awarded 

a certificate of successful completion of the PROTECT train the trainer program.
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2017 WORKSHOP PROGRAM

WORKSHOP SESSION 1
8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

01.	 Hands-On Workshop on Diagnosis and Repair 

of 3rd /4th Degree Obstetric Tears

Hands-On

�� Co-Chairs: Abdul Sultan & Ranee Thakar

�� Faculty: Aswini Balachandran

02.	 Laparoscopic Sacrocolpopexy: Hands-On 

Training by the Experts

Hands-on

�� Co-Chairs: Robert Moore & Stephen Jeffery

�� Faculty: John Miklos, Bruno Deval, Geoffrey Cundiff & 

	 Christian Phillips

03.	 Perineal Trauma: Prevention, Evaluation, 

Education and Repair of Obstetric Perineal Trauma

Hands-On

�� Co-Chairs: Vladimir Kalis & Katariina Laine

�� Faculty: Jan Willem de Leeuw & Renaud de Tayrac

04.	 Abdominal and Pelvic Pain Syndromes: Will we 

ever find a solution?

Interactive Seminar

�� Co-Chairs: Sohier Elneil & Alex Digesu

�� Faculty: Pallavi Latthe, Maura Selme & Keng Jin Ng

05.	 Comprehensive Pelvic Floor Ultrasonography: 

Transperineal, Endovaginal, Endoanal Imaging

Hands-On

�� Chair: S. Abbas Shobeiri

�� Faculty: Lieschen H. Quiroz, Aparna Hegde &  

	 Andrea C. Santiago

06.	 Cosmetic Gynecology for The Urogynecologist

Interactive Seminar

�� Co-Chairs: Jack Pardo & Robert Moore

�� Faculty: Oscar Aguirre, John Miklos & Adrian Gaspar

07.	 Recent Advances in Regenerative Medicine in 

Pelvic Floor

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Harold Drutz

�� Faculty: Manon Kerkhof, May Alarab, Oksana Shynlova & 

	 Margot Damaser

08.	 Interactive Workshop on Complications in 

Urogynaeocological Surgery- Practical and Training 

Perspectives

Interactive Seminar

�� Co-Chairs: Peter Dwyer & Anna Rosamilia

�� Faculty: Yik Lim, Alison De Souza & Lore Schierlitz

09.	 Advanced Urodynamic Assessment

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Swati Jha

�� Faculty: Dudley Robinson & Philip Toozs-Hobson

10.	 Accidental Bowel Leakage: From Delivery 

Room to the Nursing Home, a case-based treatment 

guide

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Catherine Matthews

�� Faculty: Kimberly Kenton & Tristi Muir

PAGE1/3
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11.	 Optimising Outcomes from Surgical 

Management of the Older Patient with Frailty/

Multimorbidity

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Adrian Wagg

�� Faculty: Kathleen Hunter & William Gibson

12.	 Surgical Anatomy of the Female Pelvis & How 

it Relates to Pelvic Reconstructive Surgery

Hands-On

�� Co-Chairs: Wolfgang Umek & Thomas Aigmueller

�� Faculty: Engelbert Hanzal, Daniela Ulrich & 

	 Marianne Koch

13.	 Interdisciplinary Treatment of Pelvic Floor 

Muscle Spasm Pain: A Medical and Physical Therapy 

Perspective

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Carina Siracusa

�� Faculty: Roxana Geoffrion

WORKSHOP SESSION 2
1:00 PM-5:00 PM

14.	 Laparoscopic Sacrocolpopexy: Hands-on 

Training by the Experts

Hands-on

�� Co-Chairs: Robert Moore & Stephen Jeffery

�� Faculty: John Miklos, Bruno Deval, Geoffrey Cundiff & 

	 Christian Phillips

15.	 Educational Clay Workshop for Pelvic Anatomy

Hands-On

�� Chair: Deborah Myers

�� Faculty: Rebecca Rogers, Vivian Aguilar, 

	 Blair Washington & Oliver Daly

16.	 The Overactive Pelvic Floor

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Anna Padoa

�� Faculty: Debbie Cohen, Linda McLean, Amy Stein & 

	 Carolyn Vandyken

17.	 Pelvic Floor Ultrasound Imaging

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Hans Peter Dietz & Ka Lai Shek

�� Faculty: Kamil Svabik & Vivien Wong

18.	 Innovative Pelvic Floor Rehabilitation: 

‘Peripartum women knocking’ the Door-to-Door 

concept

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Bary Berghmans

�� Faculty: Alex Digesu, Maura Seleme, Steven Swift & 

	 Barry O’Reilly

19.	 Vaginal Laser Applications in Urogynecology

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Menachem Alcalay

�� Faculty: Stefano Salvatore, Ivan Fistonic & 

	 Giuseppe Scibilia

20.	 Research & Development: A Workshop for 

Early Career Researchers

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Kaven Baessler

�� Faculty: Veronica Mallett, Wael Agur, Debjyoti Karmakar & 

	 Tony Bazi

2017 WORKSHOP PROGRAM PAGE2/3
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21.	 Complications of SUI and POP Surgery: 

Prevention and Management—A Review from Both 

Urology and Gynecology

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Howard Goldman

�� Faculty: Sandip Vasavada, Javier Pizarro Berdichevsky & 

	 Catherine Matthews

22.	 The Management of Refractory OAB

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Linda Cardozo

�� Faculty: Dudley Robinson, Philip Toozs-Hobson, Stefano 	

	 Salvatore, Alex Digesu, Howard Goldman, Ian Tucker & 

	 Angela Rantell

WORKSHOP SESSION A
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM

23.	 Ethical Reasoning for Practice Driven by 

Innovation and Evidence: An Interactive Workshop

Interactive Seminar

�� Co-Chairs: Magali Robert & Ariel Ducey

�� Faculty: Sue Ross & Barry Hoffmaster

24.	 Practical Aspects of Managing and Preventing 

Urinary Tract Infections

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Kevin Carlson

�� Faculty: Richard Baverstock, Duane Hickling & 

	 Blayne Welk

25.	 Interdisciplinary Management of Women with 

Provoked Vestibulodynia

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Claudia Brown

�� Faculty: Lorraine Dontigny, Rami Nijar & Marie-Josée Lord

26.	 To Mesh or not to Mesh: Vaginal Surgery for 

Apical Prolapse

Interactive Seminar

�� Co-Chairs: Roxana Geoffrion & Maryse Larouche

WORKSHOP SESSION B
3:30 PM - 5:30 PM

27.	 Vaginal Pessaries: Modern Re-Emergence for 

Pelvic Organ Prolapse and Urinary Incontinence

Interactive Seminar

�� Co-Chairs: Magali Robert & Grace Neustaedter

�� Faculty: Lesley Bellefeuile

28.	 Physician Objectives, Patient Perspectives: 

Bridging the Gap

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Sherrie Palm

�� Faculty: Mary Pippen & Karen Campbell

29.	 Vaginal Apical Support Procedures (Native 

Tissue) - Surgical Technique

Interactive Seminar

�� Co-Chairs: David Quinlan & Geoffrey Cundiff  

�� Faculty: Mark Slack & Kobus van Rensburg

30.	 Better Results of Anti-Incontinence Surgery 

- How to use Introital Pelvic Floor Ultrasound 

Transvaginal Probe

Interactive Seminar

�� Chair: Grzegorz Surkont

�� Faculty: Andrzej Kuszka

*Speakers and workshops are subject to change

2017 WORKSHOP PROGRAM PAGE3/3
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MEET THE EXPERTS 
BREAKFAST SESSION

FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 2017
7:00 AM - 7:50 AM  

Management of Recurrent Prolapse 

�� Abdalla Fayyad

Conventional Laparoscopic Sacrocolpopexy: Tips and 

Tricks

�� Bruno Deval

Video-Urodynamics in Complex Voiding Dysfunction

�� Gamal Ghoniem

The Female Urinary Microbiota

�� Linda Brubaker

Surgery for Stress Urinary Incontinence

�� Reheela Mohsin

Actively Managing Mentorship Relationships: Methods 

and Tips for Mentees

�� Vivian Sung

Investigating Lower Urinary Tract Dysfunction

�� Linda Cardozo & Dudley Robinson

Native Tissue Surgery

�� Bob Shull

OASIS and the UK Care Bundle for Prevention

�� Ranee Thakar

What to do when things go wrong: How do we and 

Patient Manage Failure and Complications?

�� Bob Freeman

How to use the IUGA Surgical Audit Database

�� Paul Moran & Phil Toozs-Hobson

Pessaries for POP

�� Angela Rantell

Urethral Diverticula

�� Javier Pizarro

Imaging for Slings

�� Aparna Hegde

The ever popular “Meet the 
Experts” - Breakfast is back! 
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SOCIAL EVENTS

WELCOME RECEPTION
Vancouver Convention Centre - East Building

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 - 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Help us kick off the start of the 42nd annual meeting by attending the Welcome Reception! Enjoy 

light refreshments and food while catching up with colleagues, connecting with new friends and 

interacting with exhibitors and sponsors.

FIUGA/MEETING DINNER AND DANCING
Friday, June 23, 2017 - 7:00 pm - midnight

Do not miss the Annual IUGA Meeting Dinner and Dancing. The ticket includes dinner and drinks 

till 10:00 pm. After 10:00 pm there will be a cash bar and the event is open for all IUGA meeting 

attendees.

USD 10 per ticket will be donated to FIUGA

FIUGA FUN RUN
Thursday, June 22, 2017 - 6:30 am - 7:30 am

Come and join us in raising money for our Foundation for International Urogynecological 

Assistance (FIUGA). FIUGA supports our fellowship program in Ghana. The Ghana project trains 

local specialists resulting in sustainable urogynaecological care for Ghanaian women.

FIUGA also supports observerships, research grants and eXchange programs to areas with 

limited urogynaecological training..

01.

02.

03.
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REGISTRATION EARLY FEE STANDARD
(as from April 1, 2017)

LATE FEE
(as from June 15, 2017)

MEMBERS

MD, PhD USD 695 USD 795 USD 895

Nurse, Physical Therapist/Physiotherapist/Other USD 395 USD 450 USD 495

Physician-in-Training (PIT) USD 325 USD 375 USD 395

NON-MEMBERS

MD, PhD USD 895 USD 995 USD 1095

Nurse, Physical Therapist/Physiotherapist/Other USD 495 USD 550 USD 595

Physician-in-Training (PIT) USD 395 USD 450 USD 495

Corporate Representative (Non Exhibiting Companies) USD 1000 USD 1000 USD 1000

ADDITIONAL REGISTRATION ITEMS EARLY FEE STANDARD
(as from April 1, 2017)

LATE FEE
(as from June 15, 2017)

WORKSHOPS FOR MEMBERS

MD, PhD USD 100 USD 125 USD 150

Physician-in-Training (PIT) USD 50 USD 75 USD 100

Nurse, Physical Therapist/Physiotherapist/Other USD 50 USD 75 USD 100

WORKSHOPS FOR NON-MEMBERS

MD, PhD USD 150 USD 175 USD 200

Physician-in-Training (PIT) USD 75 USD 100 USD 125

Nurse, Physical Therapist/Physiotherapist/Other USD 75 USD 100 USD 125

PROTECT* USD 100 USD 100 USD 100

Accompanying Persons USD 100 USD 100 USD 100

Surgery Session USD 150 USD 175 USD 200

Meet the Experts Breakfast USD 55 USD 55 USD 55

Fellows Day USD 60 USD 60 USD 60

Canadian Society of Pelvic Medicine USD 100 USD 100 USD 100

Fun Run USD 30 USD 30 USD 30

Meeting Dinner USD 125 USD 125 USD 125

REGISTRATION RATES
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ADDITIONAL REGISTRATION INFORMATION

INCLUDED IN THE REGISTRATION FEE:

•	 All scientific sessions on Thursday - Saturday;

•	 Coffee breaks on Thursday - Saturday;

•	 Lunch on Thursday and Friday;

•	 Welcome Reception on Wednesday

•	 Workshops, Surgery Session, Canadian Meeting, Meet the Experts Breakfast, Fellows Day, Fun Run and Meeting Dinner 

are not included.

*In order to be eligible to attend this session you must have completed and passed the theoretical test module on 

the IUGA website and attend the OASIS hands-on repair workshop at an IUGA annual meeting or one conducted by a 

PROTECT trained trainer within 2 years of taking the theoretical test.

CANCELLATION

All registration and ticket cancellation requests must be made in writing to office@iuga.org by April 15, 2017. 

Cancellations made on or before April 15, 2017, will be eligible for a refund, less a USD 100 processing fee. IUGA will not 

refund cancellations received on or after April 16, 2017. On-site cancellation of any ticketed events cannot be honored. 

There are no exceptions to this policy.

Foreign convention exempted from Canadian Taxes under the Foreign Convention and Tour Incentive Program (FCTIP)

To  register please visit www.iugameeting.org
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HOTELS

01.
CUT-OFF DATE HOTEL ROOM TYPE

(single/double occupancy)

ROOM RATE

Taxes are not included

May 26, 2017 Pan Pacific Hotel - Headquarter

Attached to the East Building of the Vancouver 

Convention Centre

Deluxe Room CAD 309

Deluxe Harbour Room CAD 349

IUGA HAS PARTNERED WITH THE FOLLOWING HOTELS:
Hotel rates do not include continental breakfast

02.
CUT-OFF DATE HOTEL ROOM TYPE

(single/double occupancy)

ROOM RATE

Taxes are not included

May 29, 2017 Fairmont Waterfront

Directly across the street

Deluxe Partial Harbour CAD 289

Signature Harbour View CAD 329

Fairmont Gold City View CAD 379

Fairmont Gold Harbour 

View

CAD 409

03.
CUT-OFF DATE HOTEL ROOM TYPE

(single/double occupancy)

ROOM RATE

Taxes are not included

May 17, 2017 Marriott Pinnacle

5 - 7 minute walk

City View CAD 279
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04.
CUT-OFF DATE HOTEL ROOM TYPE

(single/double occupancy)

ROOM RATE

Taxes are not included

May 18, 2017 Pinnacle Downtown

5 - 7 minute walk

Run of House CAD 239

05.
CUT-OFF DATE HOTEL ROOM TYPE

(single/double occupancy)

ROOM RATE

Taxes are not included

May 17, 2017 Westin Bayshore

20 minute walk along the beautiful harbor

Run of House CAD 249

Please visit 
IUGAMEETING.ORG/HOTELS 
to book your hotel online



CONTACT DETAILS
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IUGA Office - North America
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